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What do the neighbours think? 
Understanding our community and context

Session 3



To come up with new ideas for being church in 

the local community.

Task

Use your random word to stimulate new ideas.



Shemomedjamo





Iktsuarpok





Pana Po’o







Ecological Systems Theory

Urie Brofenbrenner



Who we are, and the actions that we may take, 

is largely influenced by our external environment



Person

Process

Context

Time



“[H]uman development takes place through processes of

progressively more complex reciprocal interaction between an active,

evolving biopsychological human organism and the persons, objects,

and symbols in its immediate external environment. To be effective,

the interaction must occur on a fairly regular basis over extended

periods of time. Such enduring forms of interaction in the immediate

environment are referred to as proximal processes” (Bronfenbrenner

& Morris, 1998, p. 996).



“The form, power, content, and direction of the proximal processes

effecting development vary systematically as a joint function of the

characteristics of the developing person; of the environment—both

immediate and more remote—in which the processes are taking

place; the nature of the developmental outcomes under

consideration; and the social continuities and changes occurring over

time through the life course and the historical period during which

the person has lived” (Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 1998).







What are the changes and issues affecting the people 
you work with in the areas of…

• Technology
• Relationships 
• Leisure
• Family
• Society
• Mass Media

How might these changes or 
issues impact their view of 

spirituality, church or religion?





I am a Mormon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1ULltu
ajkU&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKIoxyibvrc7_VcJYJ

6qIy&index=3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1ULltuajkU&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKIoxyibvrc7_VcJYJ6qIy&index=3






Stats

Over 70% of Anglican & Protestant Believers 
became Christians before 20.

39% before age 10

34% between 10-19

NCLS Occasional Paper 5 - Social Influences on Faith Devt.



Stats

NCLS Occasional Paper 5 - Social Influences on Faith Devt.
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Stats

NCLS Occasional Paper 5 - Social Influences on Faith Devt.
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Church in Australian Society – McCrindle Research 2015



Mission Australia Youth Survey 2018



Mission Australia Survey 2009



The relative importance of various ways of dealing with the challenges 
of life?

Prayer
Drugs/Alcohol

Social Networking
Music

Shopping
Nature
Church



The relative importance of various ways of dealing with the challenges 
of life?

Music (8.1)
Nature (6.4)

Shopping (5.9)
Social Networking (5.6)

Prayer (4.2)
Church (3.9)

Drugs/Alcohol (2.5)



Faith and Belief in Australia– McCrindle Research 2017



Faith and Belief in 
Australia– McCrindle

Research 2017



Faith and Belief in 
Australia– McCrindle

Research 2017



Social Change, Spiritual Trends: Christianity in Australia Today – McCrindle Research 2014



Church in Australian Society – McCrindle Research 2015



What if Australia was a 100 people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBPnay87F8Y&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKIoxyibvr

c7_VcJYJ6qIy&index=5&t=0s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBPnay87F8Y&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKIoxyibvrc7_VcJYJ6qIy&index=5&t=0s




What

…about the ecology of your town might make it a 

little different to other places?





What

…ways could you learn about 

…your local community?





ABM Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
ebY7Z82scJ8&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKI

oxyibvrc7_VcJYJ6qIy&index=5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebY7Z82scJ8&list=PL0afLRWvN6zmKIoxyibvrc7_VcJYJ6qIy&index=5
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